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The 21st Interim Meeting of the ASF Seafarers Committee (SC) was held in 

Beijing, China on 20th October 2015. The Meeting was attended by Mr Shin 

Kwang-Ho, ASF Secretary-General, Mr Arthur Bowring, Managing Director of 

HKSOA and Chairman of ICS Labour Affairs Committee, Mr Zhang Shouguo, 

Executive Vice President of CSA, and more than 20 other delegates from ASF 

member associations of China, Chinese Taipei, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea and 

FASA as represented by the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand. 

The Meeting was hosted by the China Shipowners’ Association, organized by 

China Ocean Shipping (Group) Company, and chaired by Mr. Fu Xiangyang, 

Chairman of the ASF Seafarers Committee. 

The ASF SC has recognized that the development of seafarers is facing 

severe challenges amongst countries and regions of member associations. 

Currently, seafarers’ job opportunities are dwindling due to the stagnant 

shipping market. Meanwhile, the occupational attraction to new recruitment 

further weakens. The percentages of nautical graduates choosing to work on 

board ships after graduation and choosing to continue their service on board 

five years after their graduation are also dwindling due to their different career 

plans. The ASF SC is pleased to note that ASF member associations and their 

administrations are taking various actions to recruit, train and retain their 

seafarers.  

The ASF SC is also pleased to see the efforts towards ratifying the Maritime 

Labour Convention 2006 (MLC 2006) made by the administrations of SC 

member associations and hopes that final ratifications could be achieved as 

early as possible. Meanwhile, the ASF SC is very much concerned about the 

consistency in understanding, interpreting and implementing the provisions of 

MLC 2006 worldwide, particularly during port state control inspections. The 

ASF SC noted that, the some of the port state inspectors impose an 11 month 

limit on seafarers’ maximum continuous service on board, either out of 
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misunderstanding or interpretation of MLC 2006. Cadets who need 12 months’ 

service on board as required by STCW Convention to obtain their certificates 

of competency would have to get on board a second time to make up the last 

one month sea service needed, which has proved to be very difficult for them. 

This discourages, rather than incentivizes, young people to take up the 

seafaring profession, which is against the objective of MLC 2006. 

 

******** 

 

Editor’s Note: 

The Asian Shipowners’ Forum is a voluntary organization of the shipowners’ associations of Australia, 

China, Chinese Taipei, Hong Kong, India, Japan, Korea, and the Federation of ASEAN Shipowner 

Associations, comprising the Shipowners’ Associations of the ASEAN countries. The aims of the ASF are 

to promote the interests of the Asian shipowning industry. Between annual ASF meetings, ongoing work 

is carried out by five Standing Committees: the Shipping Economics Review Committee, the Seafarers 

Committee, the Ship Recycling Committee, the Safe Navigation and Environment Committee, and the 

Ship Insurance and Liability Committee. The main objectives of the Seafarers Committee are to ensure 

and maintain common standards of training, to promote the stability of employment, the acceptance and 

well-being of Asian seafarers, and to monitor, consider and comment upon any new international 

maritime legislation and convention on manning and training. It has been estimated that ASF owners and 

managers control and operate around 50% of the world’s cargo carrying fleet. For more information 

about this Press Release, please contact ZHANG Duo, Secretary of the Committee, at the above contact 

details. 


