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Events held during the year. 

The 23rd Interim meeting of the Committee was held in Nanjing, China on 23rd October 2017. 
Attending the meeting were delegates representing the Shipowners’ Associations of China, 
Chinese Taipei, Hong Kong, Japan, and the Federation of ASEAN Shipowners’ Associations 
(FASA), as represented by delegates from the Shipowners Associations of Indonesia, the 
Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam. An attendance list of the 23rd interim meeting is attached 
as Addendum 1. 

An update of the major issues handled by the Committee at its interim meeting. 

List of Issues:  
1. Local Seafarer Development 
2. Piracy and Armed Robbery 
3. ILO Maritime Labour Convention 
4. STCW 2010 
5. Connection to Internet on Board and Cyber Security 
6. Seafarers Facilitation  
7. Autonomous Ships and the Impact on Seafarer Development 
8. Any Other Business 

1. Local Seafarer Developments 

The Committee is pleased to note that administrations of ASA members are continuing their 
efforts as ever before to attract more young people to join the sea-going career, which will 
greatly assist in the continued promotion of the steady supply and employment of Asian 
seafarers. Please refer to the attached Minutes of the 23rd interim meeting in Nanjing for more 
details regarding the active cooperation between the governments, training institutions and 
shipowners in the region in training and employment of seafarers.  

2. Piracy and Armed Robbery 

The Committee notes that, according to reports received by the International Maritime 
Organization, there were 203 incidents worldwide in 2017, compared to 221 incidents 
reported in 2016. This confirms the current downward year on year trend, with a reduction of 
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about 8% at the global level. In Asia, a total of 101 incidents (comprising 89 actual incidents 
and 12 attempted incidents) were reported in 2017 compared to 87 incidents in 2016. This 
accounts for a 16% increase in the number of incidents reported in 2017 compared to 2016. 
Recent incidents during the last months of 2017 where pirates have come very close to 
hijackings of ships serve as a timely reminder that piracy has been suppressed, but not 
eradicated.  

Asian shipowners appreciate that, in November 2017, the United Nations Security Council 
renewed, for another year, its authorization for international naval forces to join in fighting 
piracy off Somalia's coast. The Committee further notes that the effective implementation of 
IMO guidance and Best Management Practices (BMP), the presence of privately contracted 
armed security personnel (PCASP) and the continued presence of international naval forces 
remain of utmost importance in fighting piracy and armed robbery, and encourages member 
companies and seafarers to maintain their best practices as ever before. 

3. ILO Maritime Labour Convention, 2006 

To date, 86 ILO member States, including ASA countries of Australia, China, India, 
Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Viet Nam, 
representing around 80 per cent of global gross shipping tonnage, have ratified the 
Convention.  

As far as the implementation of MLC 2006 is concerned, the Committee notes with 
appreciation that ASA member companies in general are able to satisfy its requirements fully 
and effectively, including the requirements of the 2014 amendments relating to financial 
securities for seafarers in cases of abandonment and contractual claims for compensation.  

However, the Committee is concerned that shipowners still complain that different 
interpretations on MLC provisions by port state control officers of different countries have 
caused difficulties to shipowners and seafarers in complying with MLC 2006. On the other 
hand, their seafarers face difficulties arising from the requirements on recording rest hours, 
which has become a new administrative burden on seafarers.  

4. STCW 2010 

The transitional period for the 2010 Manila Amendments to STCW Convention came to an 
end on 31 December 2016. The Committee is pleased to note that maritime administrations of 
member associations have satisfied the amended requirements by approving special updating 
courses for seafarers and making necessary arrangements for the issue and revalidation of 
seafarers’ certificates. 

The 2010 Manila Amendments provided new standards of training and certification for able 
seafarers deck and engine, electro-technical officers and electro-technical ratings, some port 
State control officers (PSCOs) thereby require a ship to provide corresponding certificates of 
proficiency or certificates of competency, though those personnel are not all included in the 
Minimum Safe Manning Document (MSMD) of the ship. 

IMO Maritime Safety Committee, at its 98th session, approved the new Circular of “Guidance 
for Parties, Administrations, port State control authorities, recognized organizations and other 
relevant parties on the requirements of the STCW Convention, 1978”, which has made clear 
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that this is wrong, and that if a ship is manned in accordance with a Minimum Safe Manning 
Document by the flag State, the port State control officers should accept that the ship is safely 
manned and should not require further certificates that are not included in the Minimum Safe 
Manning Document. 

However, the Seafarers Committee has received reports that some port State control officers 
still require additional certificates in breach of the above Circular. Therefore, the Committee 
urges port States to pay close attention to the Circular and should not require additional 
documents from ships beyond those duly required, and reminds shipowners of the importance 
of the Circular which should be carried on board to present to port State control officers when 
necessary. 

5. Connection to internet on board and cyber security 

The Committee notes that, last year, the Facilitation Committee, at its 41st session, and the 
Maritime Safety Committee, at its 98th session, having considered the urgent need to raise 
awareness on cyber risk threats, approved the “Guidelines on maritime cyber risk 
management” (MSC-FAL.1/Circ.3). 

The Committee also notes the Maritime Safety Committee, at its 98th session, adopted 
Resolution (MSC.428(98)) on “Maritime Cyber Risk Management in Safety Management 
Systems”, which affirms that the safety management system should take into account cyber 
risk management in accordance with the objectives and functional requirements of the ISM 
Code, encourages Administrations to ensure that cyber risks are appropriately addressed in 
safety management systems no later than the first annual verification of the company's 
Document of Compliance after 1 January 2021, and acknowledges the necessary precautions 
that could be needed to preserve the confidentiality of certain aspects of cyber risk 
management. 

Both the Resolution and the Guidelines are not mandatory at present, however, the 
Committee urges member associations to pay due attention to them, as they are providing 
high-level recommendations on maritime cyber risk management to safeguard shipping from 
current and emerging cyber threats. 

6. Seafarers Facilitation 

The Committee received reports from member associations that shipping companies are 
facing difficulties in some ports when owners are arranging seafarers signing off there, transit 
visas as locally required are impossible in some ports due to the fact that there are no visa 
offices available locally. The ILO Convention 185 – Seafarers’ Identification Documents 
Convention (revised), entered into force on 9th February 2005. However, up to now there are 
only 33 countries that have ratified the Convention. It is expected that such difficulties cannot 
be overcome in near future. 

7. Autonomous ships and the impact on seafarer development 
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The Committee notes that autonomous ship is a very popular topic in shipping industry 
recently. SC members believe that with the development of artificial intelligence and 
driverless technology, the core technologies of autonomous ships, including sensing 
technology, control technology, communication technology and power technology, have 
become relatively mature, therefore, autonomous ship is not just a concept any more, it is 
becoming a reality, especially for the ships that are of small tonnage, sailing inside the harbor 
or along the coast.  

The Committee also notes that, IMO, the regulatory body for the shipping industry, is 
conducting comprehensive review of its conventions and regulations in order to have them 
revised to allow the operation of autonomous ships. On 16th May 2018, the 99th session of the 
IMO Maritime Safety Committee will be open in London to discuss more than 20 agenda 
items, among which, the Seafarers Committee believes, the agenda item on autonomous ships 
is the most important one. 

At the 98th session of the IMO Maritime Safety Committee held last year, the delegation of 
the Philippines stated that “Automation of surface ships raises the potential of a reduction of 
cargo ships complement to 5-6 highly technical crews within the next 10 years”. The 
Committee believes that this is the general trend of the manning requirement in future. The 
Committee is watching closely the impact of autonomous ships on seafarers development. 

8. Next meeting 

The hosting association of the 24th interim meeting of the Committee to be held in the autumn 
of 2018, will be discussed during the 27th ASA annual general meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fu Xiangyang 

Chairman, Seafarers Committee 

May 2018 
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Addendum 1 
Attendance List 

 

No Name in Full 
(Title in SC) 

Association & Title in the 
Association 

Company & Title 

1 Mr. Shin Kwang Ho ASA Secretary General n/a 
2 Mr. Dario R. 

Alampay, Jr. 
FASA 
-FSA 

Chairman & 
President 

VP for Operation/General 
Baliwag Navigation, Inc. 

3 Mr. Augusto Y. 
Arreza Jr.  Executive 

Director n/a 

4 Mr. Bibiano O. 
Reynoso, IV  Secretary/Trustee President/CEO 

Aurora Shipping, Inc. 
5 Mr. Atty. Erwin F. 

Pobre  Trustee President/CEO 
Keeper Maritime Co., Inc. 

6 Mr. Budhi Halim FASA 
-INSA 

Secretary General 
of FASA-INSA n/a 

7 Mr. Seksit 
Pratoomsri 

FASA 
-TSA Member 

Managing Director (Acting), 
BSC Management 
Recruitment Co., Ltd. 

8 Mr. Doan Anh Tuan FASA 
-VSA n/a Personnel Department 

VITACO 
9 Mr. Nguyen Vu  n/a Board of Director  

INLACO SAIGON 
10 Mr. Vo Le Anh 

Dung  n/a Crew Dept Manager  
INLACO SAIGON 

11 Mr. Arthur Bowring HKSO
A Senior Consultant n/a 

12 Mr. Gilbert J.P. Feng  Assistant Director n/a 

13 Mr. Akihiko 
Yodogawa JSA 

Assistant 
Manager 
Marine Division 

n/a 

14 Mr. Jeng Yi NACS Member DVP/Captain, Yang Ming 
Marine Transport Corp. 

15 Capt. Lin, Pei-Chiao  
Vice Chairman, 
Seafarers 
Committee 

Executive Vice President, 
Evergreen Marine Corp. 

16 Mr. Zhang Shouguo CSA Executive Vice-
Chairman n/a 

17 Ms. Yang Ting  Secretary General n/a 
18 Mr. Fu Xiangyang 

(SC Chairman)  Member Secretary of Board 
COSCO Shipping 

19 Mr. Zhang Duo 
(SC Secretary)  

Deputy Director, 
International 
Dept. 

Prof. 
COSCO training centre 

20 Mr. Jia Guangchao  Member of CSA 
SC 

Senior Manager, Seafarer 
Management Dept., COSCO 
Shipping 

21 Mr. Wang Gang 
 

Chairman of CSA 
SC 

Managing Director, COSCO 
Manning Cooperation Inc. 

22 Mr. Qin Jiangping n/a Managing Director, Shanghai 
Ocean Shipping Co., Ltd. 

23 Wang Lei   CSA n/a 
G/M  
Huayang Maritime Center 
Beijing 

24 Li Liqian  n/a Vice G/M, Huayang Maritime 
Center Beijing 

25 Ma Jungong  n/a General Manager 
Sinotrans Crew 
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26 Mr. Zhao Yaoming  n/a 
Vice President 
China Merchant Energy 
Shipping Co., Ltd. 

27 Mr. Wang Guifu  n/a 
Vice General Manager, Safety 
Supervision Dept., China 
Merchants Energy Shipping 
Co. Ltd 

28 Mr. Yan Xiaobo  n/a 
Assistant Managing Director 
China Shipping International 
Ship Management Co., Ltd. 

29 Mr. Lin Chuanbin  n/a 
General Manager, Crew Dept. 
COSCO(H.K.)Shipping/Shenz
hen Co. 

30 Mr. Wang Yue  n/a 
HR Department Manager, 
COSCO Bulk Seaman 
Management Center 

31 Mr. Wang Quanben  n/a Manager of COSCO Qingdao 
Maritime Training Center 

32 Mr. Sun Lin  n/a 
Market Department Manager, 
COSCO Shipping Tanker 
(Dalian) Crew Management 
Center 

33 Mr. Ou Haipeng  n/a 
Business Manager of Crew 
Personnel and Education 
Division, COSCO Shipping 
Specialized Carriers Co., Ltd. 

 


