S'pore-flagged tanker stranded at Ukrainian port since invasion
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Afnpgapore-llagsed ol ankerwith
22 grew members on beand has
beenstrandedatthe Uksainan port
of Mikolaey since arriving at the tor-
minal on Feb 24, just as Hussian
troops invaded thecountry, e vies-
sol's shop manaper wld The Steais
‘Tankis.

The soughly 46,700 deadweiht
tonne (dwtl tonker, MTM Hio
Crande, which wis due to load sova
bean seed ol at the paort, has been
stuek there sinee Ukradne's militory
saspended commoercial shipping at
its poris o provent the Hessian
rivy from coming i to wse theo as
landing points for its military operz-
Licks

Acoording 1o data analyties firm
Kpder, Ukraine exported a wotal of
3.8 million tonnes of vegetalile oil
Lest year, the bulk of which was
headed for mainly India, followed
by Claina.

Late Jast woeek, Musqia attvcked
Ukraine in a mass assault by Land,
soa and air, the bigpest attack by
e spbe against another in Ewrope
sinee Wiorld War i

The Singapore-registered tankor
hig not sustained any damage, and
ks crow membess, who do oot in-
clude any  Singaporoans, arne
“healthy and in stable condition®,
sabd Mr Rajiv Singhal, managing di-
recior of Sinpapore-based BMTBAM
Ship Management, which manages
thestranded shig.

He added: “We are in eoniaet
with bocal apents and the port secu-
ity offiee s, and discwssaons ke un-
dliog way for evacuation ifneeded ™

But the bonger tee ship and iis
copw remainat the port, e greater
the risk of geting caught in the
crossfine as fighting between Hus-
st and Ukrainkan forcoes comes to
abail.

lsrachi martme artificial incelli-
pence (ALY form Windwand wold 57
that 162 Singapore-fageed ships
meade 234 port calls in Bassia ast
mnth, Gl ehese, 165 portcalls were
made between Feb 1 and Feb 232,
while the remaining 49 wore
recorded feom Fel 24, the firse day
of the Hussian nvasion, untt the
cnvd of the manth.

The firay added that 129 Siaga-
pore vassels rerouted from Huassia
i otkver destinations last month. OF
the 181 destnation changes made,
159 took place in the days leading

up b the brvvasion

On Wednesday, a Bangladesha
seafarer was killed after a 38 854
dwi vessel, which belonged o the
Bangladesh Shipping Corp, was
struck by @ rokssile while anchored
it iy, over 100k Froom Ohdessa,
according to media reports. The at-
tack is the fourth on commercial
ships in the Black Sea ginee Mos-
cows inasion of Ukreine began.

windward's analysis shows there
are corrently abour 120 vessels
the wieinity of where the MTM Rio
Girande g anchored OF these, 25are

cargo vessels, 10 are tankers and 78
are service vegsels, while the sest
areunspecifiedsea eraft.

Concerned fer the zafery of the
crew, MTMM las been keeping in
close contact with the coew men-
bers, who nelude the muoester of the
ship, M Singhal <aid. He noted that
his tesamy in Singapore s been call-
it the erew every s hours since
thewesge] pol stranded.

He sabd the company has afso
been wpdating the Maritioe and
ForcAutharity of Stngapone (MPADL
Fle s BAPA, Jeas agsured i that ot

A satellite image
showing the
MTH Rio Grande
at the Ukrainian
port of Hikolaes,
where it has
been stuck, with
22 crow
members aboard,
zince Feb 24,
There are no
Singaporeans an
board the vessel
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would raise the ship's predicinrent
with the [nternational Maritne {s-
ganisarson {IMO).

The MTM Hio Grande is under-
stood o lave food and water sup-
plics that are sulficient for enly an-
other tree weeks, Mr Staghal sasd.
He added that the ship has crmmagh
riearine fuel to Last five weeks.

MEA i nol immediately avail-
able for commoent when contaeted
by %F.

On Wednesday, Maw mswed a
warning to commerncial vessels, ad-
vrsing them tostecrclear of militery

vesgelsand e be on the leokout for
muines, sutorsatic idenlication sys-
tem manipulation and cyber at-
Laehes,

esberday, thie IMCkSaid it will eon-
VENe an emeiency Session nexd
Thursday and Friday to diseuss the
safeby and secunty of vassels plying
thie Bleck Seaand Asoyw Sea

i & statement o 51, by Yuichi
Lonoda, secredary-peneral of the
Asian Shipownirs' Associon, ex-
pressed deep concern For the safeny
and secunty of all merchane ships
and their personnel and sealarers
who continue to st throogh the
Black Sex arnd Aoy Soa

He zabd: “TTere ave been a fow
incidents since last week whero
neerchant ships were caoght in the
military crossfive and were subse-
gquently hit by missiles: Such inci-
dents lamit e feecdom of navigs-
tion, which i the mwost impaortant
rule for the suataisabilicy of ship-
pragworldwide™

Headded that “shippingis eritical
to thee Ao of inte roational crade”.

“We urge all parties to cake me-
sures b ensure the safiery and secu-
rity of all personael, mo matier their
nationalicg.”
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